MKAPA LEGACY
Symposium Report
“President Benjamin Mkapa:
A Year After. Celebrating His Life, Living His Legacy”
14th July 2021

symposium report.indd 1

27/11/2021 12:50 PM

MKAPA LEGACY Symposium Repor t

ii

symposium report.indd 2

27/11/2021 12:50 PM

MKAPA LEGACY Symposium Repor t

“President Benjamin Mkapa:
A Year After. Celebrating His Life, Living His Legacy”

1

symposium report.indd 1

27/11/2021 12:50 PM

MKAPA LEGACY Symposium Repor t

Acknowledgement
A year without Late President Benjamin William
Mkapa was indeed a great test to our Foundation,
a trial on our purpose and a measure of our
strength and resilience.
The soul-searching we went through renewed
our resolve to carry on his legacy, re-armed our
spirit, and mustered our strength to soldier on.
We have now gone past the grief, and we now
stand tall on the legacy of the man whose
shoulders lifted a nation, whose hands nurtured
a generation and whose vision inspires this
Foundation.
On behalf of the Board and Management of
the Benjamin Mkapa Foundation, I express
our appreciation for the moral, technical, and
financial support that made it possible to commemorate the Mkapa Legacy in a befitting and
colorful way.
We thank the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Revolutionary Government
of Zanzibar for their political and logistical support. Equally to our donors and partners whose
financial and material support have sustained our work and legacy this far.
To our sponsors and partners, we remain grateful and indebted. We thank our platinum sponsors,
the EFM, Azam Media, UNAIDS, UNICEF and NBC Bank. We also thank our Gold sponsors, the Irish
Aid, WHO, Clouds Media Group, Citi Bank and Mwananchi Communications Ltd. To our Silver
sponsors, NMB, CRDB and Africa Media Group we equally thank you for making it happen. Without
forgetting our Bronze sponsors, the PSSSF, UNFPA, GT Bank and Event Print Marks. Last but not
least, the Professional Cleaners, Horizon Pharmacy, Viola Car Hire & Transport Services and Vital
Supplies Ltd who were in the Sapphire Sponsors category. We value the support from each one
of you!
The Mkapa Legacy Symposium was our first and certainly not the last. While we generously share
the success of it with all of you, we take it to ourselves, the shortcomings if any, and we promise to
try our level best to live up to your expectations on the coming commemorations.
I welcome all of you to enjoy reading this report and requesting you to stay with us towards the
next commemorations!
Thank you,
Dr. Ellen Mkondya – Senkoro
Chief Executive Officer
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Executive Summary
About 225,819 participants came together on 14th July 2021 for a half a day Mkapa Legacy
Symposium to celebrate the life and legacy of a Man, a Leader, a Stateman, Settlor and Founder
of the Benjamin Mkapa Foundation (BMF), His Excellency Former President, the Late Benjamin
William Mkapa.

The Mkapa Legacy Symposium was organized by the BMF In collaboration with the Government
of the United Republic of Tanzania. In adherence to strict COVID 19 protocols and guidelines, the
Symposium was a hybrid of both online and offline participation. The theme of the Symposium
was, “President Benjamin Mkapa: A Year After. Celebrating His Life, Living His Legacy”.
585 participants, led by Her Excellency Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the United Republic
of Tanzania, alongside His Excellency Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi, gathered at the Mlimani City, Dar es
Salaam. Also in attendance were Former President Ali Hassan Mwinyi, Former President Jakaya
Mrisho Kikwete, Former President Amani Abeid Karume, 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents of Zanzibar,
Ministers, Ambassadors and Heads of International Organizations residing in Dar es Salaam.

About 133 participated online through the webinar including global leaders and statesmen from
outside Tanzania who have known and worked with the Late Former President Mkapa. The
symposium was graced with the participation of His Excellency Olusegun Obasanjo, Former
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President of Nigeria, His Excellency William Jefferson Clinton, Former President of United States of
America and the Right Honorable Tony Blair, Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom among
many.

Another 75,101 participants joined the Symposium through online platforms and more than
150,000 others followed the Symposium through live television broadcasts. Participants also had
an opportunity to visit the Exhibitions on the sideline of the Symposium and appraised themselves
with the work of Late President Mkapa and the Foundation.

The Symposium featured the presentation of the work of the BMF; keynote statements and
testimonies of the life and legacy of Late President Benjamin William Mkapa from beneficiaries and
friends, who worked and journeyed with him throughout his life; the launching of the Endowment
Fund to sustain his work and legacy; presentation of the Life Achievement Award; and heightened
by the address from Her Excellency Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the United Republic of
Tanzania.
The Symposium successfully brought together Government Officials, Policy Makers, Members
from the Diplomatic Corps, Corporates, parastatals, Civil Society Organizations, Researchers,
Beneficiaries, Benefactors, Family, and Friends of Late President Mkapa as well as BMF Board,
Management, and Staff who attended virtually and physically. The level of participation, the reach
and the diversity of participants befittingly showcased the weight and depth of the legacy of the
late President Benjamin Mkapa and the wealth of network of the Foundation.
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Curtain Raiser: The Late Benjamin William Mkapa and
the Benjamin Mkapa Foundation. The Last Mile!
The life and legacy of the Late President Benjamin William Mkapa could not be better appreciated
without acknowledging his last mile with the Foundation he established in 2006 after his retirement
in office. The Foundation work embodies 15 years of the Late President Mkapa’s vision on touching
and impacting lives through improving access to quality healthcare to people in remote and
underserved areas.
The CEO of the BMF, Dr. Ellen Mkondya Senkoro delivered a welcoming remark and took the
audience through the work, journey, and achievements of the Benjamin Mkapa Foundation which
form part of the legacy of the Late President Benjamin Mkapa. The remarks were followed by the
documentary on the work of the Foundation.
The Symposium was told for the past 15 years, under the able leadership and guidance of the
Settlor, the Foundation built, renovated, and uplifted a total of 536 health facilities throughout
the country, fast tracked hiring and deployment of 9,138 health workers, out of which, 3,760 are
facility-based health workers (among them 3,567 were retained/transitioned in the Government
systems to work in rural health facilities and regional hospitals to fill the high vacancy rate) and
5,378 are Community Health Workers (CHWs) who educate, sensitize and promote community
health including Reproductive, Maternal and Child Health (RMCH), Immunization and the fight
against COVID-19 pandemic.
Alongside recruitment and deployment of Human Resource for Health (HRH), over 930 students
have already been sponsored to study in various Allied Health Courses.
Dr. Senkoro highlighted that the late President Benjamin William Mkapa firmly believed that
conducive infrastructure for health is critical in promoting retention of health workers. Guided by
his vision, the BMF made a worthy investment in health infrastructure development. In 15 years of
its existence, a total of 482 standard staff houses were constructed in 268 rural health facilities in
52 district councils in the Country. Moreover, 26 TB diagnostic sites were constructed in 13 regions
and 11 operating theatres in 9 rural health centers have been equipped to ensure provision of
Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care.
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Through that investment, it was reported that over 20 million Tanzanians have been reached out
by the Foundation in the past 15 years. 12.9 million out of which were directly touched by the
Foundation’s programs and services and 14 million others have been reached out indirectly.
The CEO assured the stakeholders and
general public of the Foundation’s
commitment to carry on the work and
sustain the legacy of the Late Benjamin
William Mkapa. She said, “We feel strongly
that we have a duty to honor his life and
celebrate his legacy. We are determined to
carry over from where he ended and doing
our level best to keep his ideas and
conviction immortal and impactful. It is
why we commemorate this day, from now
onwards”.

Statement by Her Excellency Samia Suluhu Hassan,
President of the United Republic of Tanzania
The Symposium was graced by Her Excellency Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the United
Republic of Tanzania. In her address, the President shared with the audience her personal
encounter with the Late President Benjamin William Mkapa when she was serving as Minister in
the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar and later as the Vice President of the United Republic
of Tanzania. She revealed to have reached out to Late President Mkapa often for wisdom and
guidance when in need.
President Samia Suluhu Hassan spoke of
Late President Mkapa as a Stateman,
Visionary, Progressive, Patriotic, and Pan
African who always had Tanzania’s and
Africa’s interest close to his heart. She praised
him for the extensive macro-economic
reforms he had undertaken that took the
Country on the right path to the growth that
Tanzania has recorded for nearly two
decades and lifted many Tanzanians from
poverty.
President Hassan celebrated the contribution
that Late President Mkapa built for the Country including many Institutions, Mechanisms and
Regulatory Authorities which lived beyond his term in office. In her words, she said, “It is indeed
no exaggeration to say, the history of this Country cannot be written without a golden chapter
of Late President Benjamin William Mkapa. Not only because he was our third President, but
also because he did a heavy uplifting that propelled the transformation of our Country. Indeed,
he was fortified in his work”.
President Hassan commended the work of Benjamin Mkapa Foundation and acknowledged its
contribution in supporting her Government in delivering health services. In particular, President
Hassan appreciated the Foundation’s contribution in helping the Government to narrow the gap
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on human resources for health, deploying and sustaining health workers in hard-to-reach areas,
building infrastructure for health, and assisting the Government in coordination of Non-State
Actors in supporting the Government on health emergencies. She welcomed the Foundation to
work with the Government to deliver the 5th Health Sector Strategic Plan (HSSP V) and committed
her Government to continue working closely with the Foundation as Government’s strategic NonState Actor partner.

Her Excellency President Samia Suluhu Hassan also handed over ‘A Lifetime Achievement Award’
to Her Excellency Anna Mkapa, Former First Lady and Widow of the Late Former President Benjamin
William Mkapa. The award was given by the Benjamin Mkapa Foundation in recognition of the
outstanding leadership and contribution of the Late Former President Benjamin William Mkapa as
a Founder and Settlor.
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Keynote Address by His Excellency Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi,
President of Zanzibar
Earlier on in welcoming President Hassan to grace the Symposium, His Excellency Dr. Hussein Ali
Mwinyi, President of the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar spoke about the Late President
Benjamin Mkapa’s mentorship to his personal leadership journey. He credited the Late President
Mkapa as the one who saw his leadership potential and appointed him as Deputy Minister for
Health in his Cabinet, which was his first mile in his political career that culminated as the President
of Zanzibar. Late President Mkapa also appointed him as first Chair of the Board of the Benjamin
William Mkapa Foundation.
President Mwinyi remembered Late President Mkapa for
his outstanding leadership and unwavering commitment
towards the Union when in office and after his retirement.
The President appreciated the support the Government of
Zanzibar received through the Benjamin Mkapa
Foundation on HIV/AIDS, TB, Malaria and Maternal and
Child Health. He shed light on ongoing consultations
between his Government and the Foundation on
narrowing the gap on human resources for health and
support to the Government of Zanzibar on its ambitious
plan to deliver health insurance for all. President Mwinyi
extended an offer of his Government to the Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation to host the next
Mkapa Legacy Symposium in Zanzibar.

The Launching of the Endowment Fund
Another highlight of the Symposium was the launching of
the Benjamin William Mkapa Endowment Fund by Her
Excellency, President Samia Suluhu Hassan. President
Hassan welcomed the decision of the Foundation to
establish the Benjamin William Mkapa Endowment Fund
and expressed the readiness of her Government to donate
to it.
Prior to the launch, Chair of the Benjamin William Mkapa
Foundation, Dr. Adeline Kimambo highlighted the
purposes of the Fund to include among many, provisions
of awards of annual scholarships to health workers keen
to continue with further studies in clinical, public health
and any other related issues in the medical field; facilitate
deployment of skilled health workers; and support remote health facilities within the country
with both refurbishment and equipment. Another benefit of the Endowment Fund was said to
be in supporting Emerging pandemics such as COVID-19 and supporting Community Based
Organization’s capacity to deliver on public health.
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It was announced by Dr. Kimambo that the
Endowment Fund had already raised a total
of 600 million Tanzania shillings (equivalent
to 272,727 United States Dollars) as seed
capital, with a target to raise additional
capital funds to reach a total of 33 billion
Tanzanian shillings (equivalent to 15 Million
United States Dollars) by 2025/26. Potential
contributors to the Endowment Fund were
mentioned to be Governments, Parastatals,
Development Partners, Private Sector,
Philanthropists, Friends and Family of the
Late President Mkapa, BMF Board and Staff,
and people of goodwill.
President Samia Suluhu Hassan encouraged
other partners to donate to the Fund and
support the Foundation’s efforts to sustain its work and carry on the legacy. Equal commitment
was made by President Hussein Mwinyi of Zanzibar who promised to contribute to the Endowment
Fund as part of supporting the initiative to sustain President Mkapa’s Legacy.

Testimonies and Statements on the Legacy of the
Late Former President Benjamin William Mkapa
The Symposium featured testimonies and statements made about the Late President Benjamin
William Mkapa and reflect on his rich legacy. The session featured prominent and renowned
leaders from inside and outside Tanzania, as well as those who had a privilege to work closely with
Late President Mkapa. These were His Excellency Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, Former President and
successor of Late President Mkapa, Former President Olusegun Obasanjo of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, Former President William Jefferson Clinton of the United State of America and Right
Honorable Tony Blair, Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. Also on the list were His
Excellency Ambassador Ombeni Sefue, Former Chief Secretary of the United Republic of Tanzania
and Dr. Urkio, Mkapa Fellow and Regional Medical Officer of Morogoro region.
Introducing the Late President Mkapa to the audience, Ambassador Sefue shared his experience
of working with the Late President Mkapa for 10 years as his Personal Assistant and Speechwriter.
He spoke of Late President Mkapa as an institutionalist, God fearing, avid reader, ‘a man of letters’,
a great debater and a Pan Africanist with sober pragmatism. He testified that, despite the fact that
Late President Mkapa was ideologically socialist, he embraced globalization and stood firm to
champion a global campaign to demand a ‘human face’ on globalization.
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“He carried forward the open
economy agenda of his predecessor
President Mwinyi creating a
conducive environment for private
sector participation in the economy
and developing a new partnership
between government and private
sector”.

Ambassador Sefue went further to compliment Late
President Mkapa’s administration with the birth of many
institutions including many regulatory authorities which live
to date. These institutions have transformed Tanzania from
state led economy to the modern functioning liberalized
economy. Other successes mentioned were the penning of
a Tanzania Vision 2025; and successfully crusade Late
President Mkapa led for a robust debt cancelation which
translated into increased Government spending to social
sectors, notably health and education. These together with
far wider economic reforms he undertook, unleashed the
potential of the Tanzanian private sector, and attracted
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), impacted positively in
Country’s poverty reduction and growth.

The legacy was carried further by the personal account
given by His Excellency Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, the 4th
President of the United Republic of Tanzania and the
successor of the Late President Benjamin Mkapa. President
Kikwete who served as Cabinet Minister in President Mkapa’s
administration attested that his administration’s success on
delivery of health, including war against HIV/AIDS were built
on the strong foundation laid down by Late President
Benjamin Mkapa’s administration.

I was privileged to have witnessed
the establishment of this wonderful
institution. I would happily say, the
BMF was born and thrive during my
administration

He hailed the Benjamin Mkapa Foundation for playing an
instrumental role in helping his administration to retain
1,147 skilled health workers; provision of scholarships for preservice training to 937 health workers; constructed 482 staff
houses at primary health facilities which motivated health
workers to stay at remote areas; equipped 11 operating
theatres; trained 55 health providers on Comprehensive
Obstetric Care; and trained all health managers from 134
local government authorities. In furthering Late President
Mkapa’s legacy, President Kikwete promised to take over and
carry on where Late President Mkapa ended as Champion
for HIV/AIDS Free Generation.
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The role and contribution of Late President Benjamin
Mkapa on the fight against HIV/AIDS was underscored by
His Excellency Former President William Jefferson Clinton.
He spoke of his long association with Late President Mkapa
while both were serving as Presidents, and later after they retired
from office.

“The vision and commitment
shown by President Mkapa
helped to make Tanzania the
first country in the region to
get the comprehensive and
government led antiretroviral
program through HIV
programs”

He recalled that his admiration of Late President Mkapa’s
leadership and commitment made his Foundation to partner
with Benjamin Mkapa Foundation and carried on the fight
against HIV/AIDS. That partnership endured to date between the
Clinton Foundation and Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation.

Late President Mkapa’s legacy was not limited to health. He was
said to be a Pan Africanist and champion of North-South
Dialogue’. In his own account, the Former Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom, Right Honorable Tony Blair recalled Late
President Mkapa’s dedication and contribution in searching
solutions to teething economic problems faced by Africa in the
early 2000.
“The vision and commitment shown by President Mkapa helped to make Tanzania the first country
in the region to get the comprehensive and government led antiretroviral program through HIV
programs”

Late President Mkapa’s Pan Africanism credentials were
amplified further by His Excellency Olusegun Obasanjo,
Former President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. He
mentioned Late President Mkapa as a true son of Africa, an ally
and his personal confidant who enjoyed working with him in
various African Union and peace building missions including the
Great Lakes Region.
He confirmed that the Late President Mkapa’s devotion to the
ideals of African Unity, and how tirelessly he worked for the
continent during his Presidency and after retirement.
“With death of President Mkapa, Africa has lost a vocal African community and development
advocate”
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The testimonies from the former statesmen and leaders who
worked with Late President Mkapa reaffirmed the message
delivered by Dr. Kusirye Urkio, a Mkapa Fellow and Regional
Medical Officer (RMO) in Morogoro region in Tanzania. Dr, Urkio
curated his professional journey from a junior medical officer to
his current leadership role as RMO. He thanked Late President
Mkapa’s leadership that changed lives of health workers working
in underserved areas through provision of trainings and improved
working environment as well as welfare including decent housing.
He attributed that initiative with growing interest of health
workers to work in remote and underserved areas today.
Otherwise, health workers would remain in urban areas leaving
behind the rural population in need. Suffice to say, Late President Mkapa was living ahead of time
and saw the importance of ‘Health for All’ before the UHC Declaration.

The High-Level Panel on ‘Health for All’.

The Late President Benjamin Mkapa was a celebrated institutionalist. His Presidency was
characterized by deepening reforms, multisectoral approaches to public policy making, execution,
and establishment of many public institutions. He successfully invented among many the
multisectoral approach to the fight against HIV/AIDS, that resulted into the establishment of the
Tanzania Commission for AIDS (TACAIDS) under the Prime Minister’s Office.
In honoring his legacy, the Symposium dedicated the High-Level Panel conversation on “Health
for All: President Benjamin Mkapa’s Legacy on Multisectoral Approaches towards Building
Resilient and Sustainable Health Systems”. The Panel was designed to deliver a multisectoral
conversation by bringing together voices from the Government, Donor Community, Private Sector,
and Practitioners towards a ‘true north’, which is, ‘Health for All”.
The session was moderated by Honorable Dr. Faustine Ndugulile, Minister for Communication
and Information Technology and Former Deputy Minister for Health, Community Development,
Gender, Elderly and Children. The panel also brought together panelists from across the spectrum
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of health governance. They included Dr. Laurean Ndumbaro, Permanent Secretary, President’s
Office, Public Service and Good Governance; His Excellency Dr. Donald J. Wright, Ambassador of
United States to Tanzania; Mr. Sanjay Ruhani, CEO of the Standard Chartered Bank and Chairman of
CEO RoundTable; and Dr. Fatma Mrisho, Former Director General of TACAIDS and a Public Health
Consultant.
The conversation revolved around how to navigate the complexities of delivering ‘Health for All’
considering existing gaps in the health sector in terms of human resources for health, vulnerable
health system, health sector financing and low coverage of Health Insurance. These were noted
to be important building blocks towards realization of the Country’s commitment to achieve the
Universal Health Care (UHC) and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s).
In responding to the shortage of human resources for health, which stands at 52 percent, Dr.
Ndumbaro acknowledged the need for innovative ways to close the gap. He acknowledged that
the annual incremental recruitment by the Government cannot match with the exponential
increase on the demand side, given that the Government has recently expanded health facilities
by building many new ones. He expressed commitment of the Government to continue increasing
the intake of health workers as and when budget allows. Along that, he reiterated the commitment
of the Government to working closely with Non-State Actors particularly the BMF and continue
recruiting the health workers under the BMF program.

Dr. Ndumbaro commended the BMF efforts in closing the gap on Human Resources for Health. He
welcomed the proposal to bridge the gap through the use of Volunteers. He appraised the Panel
on the ongoing process within the Government to finalize the Volunteerism Guideline. He stressed
that, volunteers will be deployed to understaffed and hard to reach areas. Going forward, he
challenged the stakeholders to consider investing equally in preventive health and draw some
lessons on Community Health Education programs that worked in Tanzania during 1960’s and
1970’s.
The panel gave due weight and consideration on the role and contribution of the private sector
in delivering UHC. Mr. Sanjay Rughani, mentioned that the private sector has proven to be the
formidable force in delivering health services, recalling that the inclusion of private sector in
fighting HIV/AIDS has been instrumental in significantly reducing and containing the spread of
the disease. He appealed that the success and lessons be taken on board and scaled up to help
meeting the UHC targets.
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Mr. Rughani mentioned areas which private sector have shown strength in complementing
Government efforts towards UHC to be data and innovation, leveraging of technology, private
hospitals, and provision of private health insurance. He signaled that Private sector is also keen to
contribute to designing financing mechanisms, to encourage investment in health sector in terms
of lending to the Government, and private service providers, to purchase diagnosis equipment. He
ended by underlining the need to explore the potential of using Public Private Partnership (PPP)
in delivering the UHC.
Partnership was highlighted to be instrumental and an enabler for realization of UHC in terms of
bridging in finance, technical and capacity building. Commenting on the role of donor, partners
and international community to achieving the same, His Excellency Ambassador Dr. Donald J.
Wright, on behalf of the development partners renewed the commitment of partners to support
Government efforts towards achieving ‘Health for All’.
Ambassador Wright insisted that the sustainability of UHC rests largely on the Country’s self-reliance.
For that reason, donors and partners will remain keen in investing into capacity building, system
strengthening and supporting the 5th Health Sector Strategic Plan (HSSP V). He also reaffirmed
the readiness of donors and partners to support the Government in the fight against COVID 19
including the procurement and rolling out of the vaccines.
Multisectoral approach was also mentioned to be an important building block in delivering
UHC. Drawing lessons from the successful multisectoral approach to fight HIV/AIDS and given
that UHC components are scattered beyond the docket of health, it was recommended for the
multisectoral approach to be the viable mechanism to deliver UHC. Dr. Fatma Mrisho, underscored
the importance of synergy and collaborations to avoid duplication of efforts, inefficiency, and
waste in delivering UHC.
It was the view of Dr. Fatma Mrisho that, to deliver health for all, requires coming together of all
stakeholders. In that case, she saw a need to align the Government, donors, partners, private sector
and Non-State Actors towards the same end goal. She emphasized on the use of all multisectoral
opportunities to accelerate national level coverage for health insurance, provide adequate
resources for implementation and for measuring progress of health gains.

The Panel attracted the contribution from participants. In her intervention, Representative of the
UNICEF Tanzania, Ms. Shalini Bahuguna, appealed to the Government to consider investing on the
implementation of Global Strategy on Women’s, Children’s, and Adolescents’ Health 2016-2030,
emphasizing that cutting down maternal and neonatal mortality is the surest way to achieve the
UHC.
Another contribution came from Dr. Marina Njelekela, Chief of Party of USAID Boresha Afya-Southern
Zone Program, who stressed on the need for Government investment in the emergency response
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especially in the era of COVID 19. She recommended to the Government to consider investing
in epidemic preparedness and rapid response, public health infrastructure, risk communication,
research and advocacy for political commitment and partnership building. In the same vein,
Former Country Director of World Bank to Tanzania, Dr. Ken Kwaku emphasized on the need for
the Government to build internal capacities for self-resilience, as Late President Benjamin Mkapa
believed and strived for.
The need for Government to continue creating and sustaining enabling environment towards
supporting NSA interventions was raised by Dr. Florence Temu, Country Director of AMREF Tanzania.
She hailed Late President Mkapa’s dedication and efforts to achieve a HIV/AIDS Free Generation
and appealed to the Government to sustain his efforts and legacy. That includes working closely
with NSA and accommodating them in the national strategy as Late President Mkapa did when he
launched the crusade against HIV/AIDS.
The final comment came from Dr. Khalid Mohammed, Minister for State, Vice President’s Office
of Zanzibar on the importance of multisectoral approach in delivering health for all and tackling
health emergencies. Speaking from Zanzibar’s experience in containing HIV/AIDS, he mentioned
multisectoral approach as an important factor for success. He said, health sector cannot work
independently from other sectors. And that, other sector performance, good or bad impacts on
health of the people and eventually, the health system. He cautioned that, multisectoral approach
will only bear fruit if components within the health sector see eye to eye with each other.
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Way Forward: Sustaining the Legacy, Impacting Lives
The Symposium successfully commemorated the life and legacy of the Late Former President
Benjamin William Mkapa. The testimonies shared, statements delivered and the presentation of
the work of the Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation provided clear evidence and a strong case to
preserve and sustain the legacy of the Late Former President Benjamin William Mkapa.
The launching of the Endowment Fund, a renewed promise from donors and partners, and the
commitments from both Presidents of the United Republic of Tanzania, and Zanzibar, to support
the work of the Foundation, and sustain the legacy of the Late Former President Benjamin William
Mkapa, were important takeaways of the Symposium. What remains of the Foundation is to
translate the promises into delivery, and legacy into impact!

Symposium Key Take-Aways:
The inaugural speech by Her Excellency President Samia Suluhu Hassan, statements and testimonies
by leaders, and the High-Level Panel and the followed discussion, all together produced key takeaways to guide the way forward. The key take-aways were on the following:
1. The need to creating innovative financing models to ensure sustainable financing for the
implementation of the 5th National Health Sector Strategic Plan (2021-2026). Additionally, the
need to explore the possibility of finalizing single National Health Insurance Scheme in order
to fast track UHC in the country.
2. To prioritize realization of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) through increasing recruitment and
deployment of adequate and competent health workers, in order to close the acute shortage
of Human Resources for Health, particularly in remote and low resource setting areas. Options
such as designing and operationalization of the National Volunteerism Guideline, as well as
leveraging technology and business coalition for health to support Non-State Actors should
be sought.
3. Call for strengthening multisectoral approach to ensure holistic health system that address
local institutions preparedness and readiness to combat emerging pandemics. Government
of Tanzania (GoT) should consider using experiences from past successful public health
interventions including use of Community Health Workers (CHW) on how to design and
integrate public health interventions against non- communicable diseases, emerging
pandemic such as COVID-19.
4. The need for NSAs to align with the existing national regulatory frameworks and priorities to
ensure the complementing resources are effectively leveraged to support national priorities in
a more impactful and sustainable way.
5. The urgent need to integrate strategies for the reduction of maternal and child health, increasing
access and quality adolescent sexual and reproductive health services, with effective population
control interventions. These should go with strategies such as acceleration recognition and
recruitment of midwifery as a standalone cadre, and prioritizing nutrition during the critical
first 1000-day period. Failure of which, may hinder achievement of the UHC targets.
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Program of the Mkapa Legacy Symposium
TIME

ACTION

RESPONSIBLE PERSON

7:00am –
8:00am

Guests Arrivals and Registration

All

Arrival of High-Level
dignitaries including
Ministers, Former Heads
of States and the President
of the Revolutionary
Government of Zanzibar
Arrival of the Guest of Honor

High Level Dignitaries

8:00am –
9:00am

9:00am –
9:05am
9:05am –
9:10am
9:10am –
9:15am
9:15am –
9:20am
9:20am –
9:25am
9:25am –
9:30am
9:30am –
9:45am
9:4510:30am

Guest of Honor Visiting the
Exhibition
Guest of Honor Entering the
Main Hall
National and EAC Anthems

H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania
H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania
H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania
Brass Band

Prayers

Religious Leaders

Welcoming Guests and
Introductions
Benjamin W. Mkapa Foundation:
“The Journey of bringing Hope to
the Underserved”
Panel Session

Mr. Felix Mlaki, Chief Moderator

Subtheme: Health for All:
President Benjamin Mkapa’s
Legacy on Building Resilient
and Sustainable Health
Systems

10:30am
-10:45am

Discussions

Dr. Ellen Mkondya-Senkoro, CEO -Benjamin
W. Mkapa Foundation
Panelists:
1. Dr. Laurean Ndumbaro, Permanent
Secretary - President’s Office Public Service
Management
2. Amb. Dr. Donald Wright, US Ambassador,
Representing Development Partners
Group -Health and USAID in Tanzania
3. Mr. Sanjay Rughani, CEO of Standard
Chartered Bank Tanzania & Chair of the
CEO Round Table Tanzania
4. Dr. Fatma Mrisho, Senior Public Health and
Gender Specialist
Moderator: Hon. Dr, Faustine Ndugulile,
Minister for Communication and Information
Technology
Hon. Dr. Faustine Ndugulile. Minister
for Communication and Information
Technology
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10:45am –
10:55am

10:55am –
11:00am
11:00am –
11:05am
11:05am11:10am
11:10am –
11:15am
11:15am11:20am
11:20am11:30am
11:30am11:35am

11:35am –
11:45am
11:45am 12:10pm
12:10pm –
12:15pm
12:15pm –
12:20pm
12:20pm
-12:25pm
12:25pm –
12:35pm
12:35pm
12:45pm

Keynote address:
“Celebrating President
Benjamin Mkapa’s life and
impact to the Society”
Video: Remarks on Life Journey
with the Late H.E. Benjamin
William Mkapa
Video: Remarks on Personal
Life Journey with the Late H.E.
Benjamin William Mkapa
Voices from the beneficiaries
Video: Remarks on Personal Life
Journey with the Late of H.E.
Benjamin William Mkapa
Message from the Board of
Trustees of the Benjamin W.
Mkapa Foundation
Succession and Legacy of the
Late H.E. Benjamin W. Mkapa
Message from the Ministry
of Health, Community
Development, Gender, Elderly
and Children
Remarks from the President
of Zanzibar & Chairman of the
Revolutionary Council
Inauguration Speech by the
Guest of Honor
Launching the BMF
Endowment Fund
Presentation of the Special
Award for the Late H.E.
Benjamin W. Mkapa
Vote of Thanks
Group Photo session
Departure of the Guest of
Honor
End of the Symposium

Amb. Ombeni Sefue, Former Chief Secretary,
United Republic of Tanzania

Right Honorable. Tony Blair, Former Prime
Minister, United Kingdom
H.E. William Jefferson Clinton, Former
President of the United States of America
Dr. Kusirye Urkio, Mkapa Fellow and Regional
Medical Officer- Morogoro, Tanzania
H.E. Olusegun Obasanjo, Former President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Dr. Adeline Kimambo, Chairperson, Board of
Trustees- Benjamin W. Mkapa Foundation
H.E. Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, Former
President of the United Republic of Tanzania
Hon. Dr. Dorothy Gwajima (MP), Minister for
Health, Community Development, Gender,
Elderly and Children
H.E. Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi,
President of Zanzibar & Chairman of the
Revolutionary Council
H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania.
H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania
H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan, President of the
United Republic of Tanzania
Mr. William Erio, Representative of the Family
of the Late H.E. Benjamin William Mkapa
Mr. Felix Mlaki, Chief Moderator
Chief of Protocol
Mr. Felix Mlaki, Chief Moderator
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Steering Committee Members
S/N Name

Organization

Position to the
committee

1.

Dr Ellen Senkoro

Mkapa Foundation

Chair

2.

Mr. Lawrence Mafuru

Mkapa Foundation

Member

3.

Mr. John Ulanga

Imara Horizon Company

Member

4.

Amb. Togolani Mavura

5.

Mr. Nehemia Mchechu

Former President’s (Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete) Member
Office
Representative from H.E. (Late) Benjamin
Member
William Mkapa Family

6.

Mr. Olivanus Thomas

President’s Office (URT)

Member

7.

Mr. Omary Ngwinye

President’s Office (URT)

Member

8.

Mr. Batholomeo Jungu

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and East African
Co-operation,

Member

9.

Ms. Judith Mhina

Member

10.

Dr. Catherine Joachim

Ministry of Information, Culture arts and
Sports
Representative from MOH

11.

Mr. Felix Mlaki

Economic & Business Foundation (EBF)

Member

12.

Uongozi Institute

Member

13.

Ms. Mariam
Ndabagenga
Ms. Rahel Sheiza

Mkapa Foundation

Member

14.

Ms. Jane Malisa

Mkapa Foundation

Member

15.

Ms. Mwajabu Mbaruku

Mkapa Foundation

Member

16.

Dr. Adeline Saguti
Nyamwihura

Mkapa Foundation

Member

17.

Mr. Owen
Mwandumbya
Ms. Liberia Benedict

Mkapa Foundation

Member

Mkapa Foundation

Secretariat

18.

Member
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The Event in Pictures

H.E. Samia Suluhu Hassan arrives at the Symposium event

H.E Mwinyi learns more on BMF work at the Exhibition booth
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Mama Anna Mkapa arriving at the Symposium

It was an honour to have the Former Presidents attend our event
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We were privileged to also have Ambassadors and Foreign Dignitaries in attendance

We celebrate our journey
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Peace & Security as well as Religious Leaders also joined us for this event

Our Proud Mkapa Fellows Alumni
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We were keen on COVID-19 preventive measures

We thank all our sponsors

24

symposium report.indd 24

27/11/2021 12:50 PM

MKAPA LEGACY Symposium Repor t

25

symposium report.indd 25

27/11/2021 12:50 PM

The Benjamin William Mkapa Foundation
Block No.6, Mlimani City Office Park,
Sam Nujoma Road,
P.O Box 76274, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Tel: +255 22 222 1282
info@mkapafoundation.or.tz
@MkapaFoundation
@mkapafoundation
www.mkapafoundation.or.tz
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